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The Music of Chrismansyah Rahadi
Over the years, Indonesian music has been blessed with multiple influential artists with notable talents. Chrismansyah Rahadi, better known as Chrisye, is among these artists. He was born in Jakarta on the 16th of September 1949. Music was always a part of Chrisye’s life. Since his early stages of childhood, Chrisye’s father introduced him to all sorts of Western music sung by well known artists like Frank Sinatra, Bing Crosby, Dean Martin, and others. From them on he began his musical journey where he successfuly recorded twenty-two albums. His work was also recognized by the world as he received prestigious awards like BASF awards and HDX awards in LA, 1998. Sadly, Chrisye suffered a severe case of lung cancer that eventually ended his life on Friday, March 30th 2007
. However, the man died leaving his country a collection of influential songs. Three of Chrisye’s most influencial, meaningful song pieces that were phenomenally composed are Badai Pasti Berlalu, Lilin-Lilin Kecil, dan 
Sabda Alam.
“Badai Pasti Berlalu” (translated “Any Storm Will Pass”) is one of Chrisye’s most recognized songs due to its appearance in the 1977 movie, “Badai Pasti Berlalu.” The song depicts a 
journey of a man who faced problems in his life. However his problems were never everlasting. It 
eventually ended, and the man was able to carry on with his life. The song used the word “storm” to symbolize the problems that we humans face in our everyday lives. However, just like how 
any storm would eventually calm, so does 
our problems. 
Kini semua bukan milikku


Everything is lost

Musim itu telah berlalu


Seasons have changed

Matahari segera berganti


Suns have passed

Badai pasti berlalu (x4)


The storm will surely pass (x4)






(Kompasiana.com, Translated)
In the begining of the song, a man was experiencing difficulties in his life. A storm had hit him and the lyrics indicate that he had lost everything. However, as the days and seasons passed by, he became certain that the storm would surely pass.
 The song presents a strong message of hope that every single storm will eventually calm. No storm is everlasting, and no problem in life will last forever.This message was able to captivate and influence the minds of countless people especially during the years of 
when the song was just released. 
The second music piece “Lilin-Lilin Kecil” (translated “Little Candles”), is one of the songs that commenced 
Chrisye’s popularity and fame as it was recorded back when he was a teenager. The little candles in the song are referring to people. The song conveys a message that no matter how dim the candles are, they would still be able to light up dark times and bring hope.
“Dan kau lilin-lilin kecil


“You are little candles

Sanggupkah kau berpijar


Are you able to shine

Sanggupkah kau menyengat


Are you able to radiate

Seisi dunia”




The whole world.”








(SenyumituSehat, Translated)
The presented 
lyrics deliver a message that people should brighten up the world in difficult moments. Instead of watching at 
those who have problematic lives, we should have the decency to lend them a hand. We are the little candles and we have the potential to light up the darkness of the whole world. The song has encouraged a large number of Indonesians to be the light for others instead of waiting for the light to come for themselves.
Chrisye
 died leaving a collection of songs with positive lyrics. Kompasiana.com states that the song Sabda Alam, or Nature’s Words, is Chrisye’s best work. (Novian Nover) The word nature here symbolizes a divine figure such as God, Allah, or any other deities. Chrisye, who lived his life as a faithful Muslim, produced this song to express his gratitude towards Allah.
 “Sejenak kuterlena


“At some moment you will realized

Kehidupan yang fana


That life is impermanent

Nimat Alam Semesta


Be grateful for His Creation

Nusa Indah Nirmala


Beautiful and perfect

Sabda alam



God’s Words

Berbuah kodrat tak tertahan

Cultivating uncontrollable power
Rasa nista, Rasa cinta


Anger, and Love
Berpadu Satu”



United as One”





(Bias Mutiara Makna, Translated)
This song allowed Chrisye to show his gratitude towards Allah. 
As Indonesians realized this, the song also encouraged them to be more appreciative and grateful towards the Almighty. The success of this song has influenced Indonesians spiritually. It made them realize that Chrisye’s fame wouldn’t have been attained without his faith.
Badai Pasti Berlalu, Lilin-Lilin Kecil, and Sabda Alam are three of Chrisye’s most influential songs that he had 
composed for Indonesia. Badai Pasti Berlalu is a song that conveys a message of hope to people who are suffering. Lilin-Lilin Kecil is a song that encourages people to be hope and light for others. As for Sabda Alam, it was a song that influenced many Indonesians to be more grateful towards God. Chrisye left the world leaving strong contributions for Indonesia as he has influenced many with his meaningful songs that are full of depth. His legacy will be listened 
by Indonesians for a long time. 
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Criterion B: Organization

	Level
	Descriptors
	Indicators

	0
	The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors given below.
	· Essay is not completed

	1-2
	The student’s work is generally disorganized and confused. And arguments are not presented in a logical manner. Paragraph structure and transitions are very weak. When such devices are required, no attention is paid to critical apparatus. 
	· Ideas are in illogical order with weak, if any, transition from one paragraph to the next, or between sentences within a paragraph
· In-text citations are not used or are not explained and linked to material presented.

	3-4
	The student’s work shows the beginnings of organization, but lacks significant logical order. Paragraphs and transitions are weak. When such devices are required, little attention is paid to critical apparatus. 
	· Ideas are in somewhat logical order with attempts made at transitions from one paragraph to the next, as well as between sentences within a paragraph
· At least one (1) in-text citation is well explained and clearly link to the material presented.

	5-6
	The student’s work is basically organized, clear and coherent, and arguments are presented in a logical manner. Paragraph structure and transitions are apparent. When such devices are required, some attention is paid to critical apparatus. 
	· Ideas sometimes transition well from one paragraph to the next, as well as between sentences within a paragraph
· At least two (2) in-text citations are well explained and clearly link to the material presented.

	7-8
	The student’s work is usually well organized, clear and coherent and arguments are presented in a thoughtful, logical manner. Paragraph structure and transitions help to develop the ideas. When such devices are required, sufficient attention is paid to critical apparatus. 
	· Ideas usually transition well from one paragraph to the next, as well as between sentences within a paragraph

· At least three (3) in-text citations are well explained and clearly link to the material presented.

	9-10
	The student’s work is consistently well organized, clear and coherent, and arguments are presented in a perceptive and persuasive manner. Paragraph structure and transitions effectively develop and substantiate the ideas being expressed. When such devices are required, critical convention and apparatus are used in a sophisticated manner.
	· Ideas always transition well from one paragraph to the next, as well as between sentences within a paragraph
· At least four (4) in-text citations are well explained and clearly link to the material presented.


Criterion C: Style and Language Use

	Level
	Descriptors
	Indicators

	0
	The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors given below.
	· Essay is not completed

	1-2
	The student’s use of vocabulary is often inappropriate and limited. Very frequent errors in spelling, pronunciation, punctuation and syntax persistently hinder communication. Little attempt has been made to use a register suitable to the intention and audience.
	· Very frequent spelling or grammar errors which make understanding very difficult

· Little to no use of informative writing style

	3-4
	The student’s use of vocabulary is sometimes inappropriate and somewhat varied. Regular errors in spelling, pronunciation, punctuation and syntax hinder communication. The student attempts to use a register suitable to intention and audience.
	· Regular spelling or grammar errors which hinder understanding

· Attempts to write informatively, but is more consistently opinion

	5-6
	The student’s use of vocabulary is usually appropriate and generally varied. Some errors in spelling, pronunciation, punctuation and syntax sometimes hinder communication. The student often uses a register suitable to intention and audience. 
	· Some spelling or grammar mistakes which sometimes hinder understanding

· Informative writing style is used, though opinions are usually mixed in

	7-8
	The student’s use of vocabulary is appropriate and varied. Occasional errors in spelling, pronunciation and syntax rarely hinder communication. The student consistently uses a register suitable to intention and audience. 
	· Occasional spelling or grammar mistakes which rarely hinder understanding

· Informative writing style is consistently used, though one or two opinions are given

	9-10
	The student’s use of vocabulary is always appropriate and greatly varied with very infrequent errors in spelling, pronunciation, punctuation and syntax. The student has mastered the use of a register suitable to intention and audience.
	· Very few, if any, spelling or grammar mistakes which do not hinder understanding

· Full informative writing style (no opinions given)


Aditya – You did a great job editing your essay, though there are still a few grammatical errors. You need to be careful about your transitioning into and out of quotes, as well as between paragraphs. Also, if you want to end an essay with a statement that sounds opinionated (and you are not writing an opinion paper) it is important to make sure that statement has been proven somewhere in your essay.
�March 30, 2007


�Indonesian huh?


�the


�They


�as


�do


�It would have been better to start with what the beginning of the song says, then quote the lyrics, and close with what the song presents.


�unnecessary


�launched


�unnecessary


�unnecessary


�no transition


�verb tense


�Repetitive. Would have been better to leave it out and just start the next sentence by saying….”As Indonesians realized the meaning of the lyrics, they were encouraged to be more appreciate and grateful towards the Almighty.”


�unnecessary


�listened to


�Opinion statement that you have not proven well in your essay


�I could not find this cited in your paper





